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 Thanks once again to Vicki and her team for the warm welcome to your production of Be More Chill. I 
confess that this was a new show to me, so I did read up about it before I came.  It is always 
refreshing to see new shows, especially when they are so well suited to youth groups. Your cast of 
thirteen , with some doubling up on parts, all seemed well cast. The basic story itself is somewhat 
similar to other high school, teen, shows, with a bit of sci-fi thrown in. The cast developed the story 
well and with great energy and enthusiasm. 
 
Congratulations to VICKI WIDDIS for not only assisting the director,  and producing the show, but for 
also overseeing props, costumes, set design, and box office. She is one very capable, and busy lady. 
 
Choreography was in the capable hands of SHANNON WAKE whose steps and sequences fitted the 
piece very well.  
 
Director and Musical Director KATIE UPTON along with Conductor DAN ANDREW. 
 
The simple set, with scene changes being managed largely by the cast, all worked very well on the 
small acting area.  
 
Lighting was most effective and complimented the scene and mood changes very well. 
 
I was not alone in struggling to hear some words of songs due to the volume of the band. It seemed  
that, apart from a couple of quieter songs in the second act, all the performers were at times pushing 
their voices, despite their radio mics, which resulted in them losing tonal quality to their singing. This 
was a shame. 
 
All accents for both dialogue and singing were maintained throughout.  
 
Following his stand-out performance as Archie in 13, MAX DAVISON took the lead this time as Jeremy.  
Max engaged the audience with eye contact from the outset and drew us into his character straight 
away. From his first song, ‘More than survive’, to the last song ‘Voices in my head’ Max  exuded 
energy and commitment. His relationship with Michael was very believable and I loved their relaxed 
and natural video game scenes. The journey through his relationship with Christine through to the 
final ‘happy ending’,was all very believable. This was a mature performance from one so young. Well 
done.  
 
Christine was well played and very well sung by AOIFE ROGAN. She portrayed Christine’s multi-
characteristics well – her overarching passion for the theatre, her flirtatious side when she was with 
Jake and her youthful energy throughout. A very engaging performance.  

Be inspired by amateur theatre. 
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CHARLIE KENDALL played Jeremy’s best mate Michael brilliantly. He just seemed completely at home 
and relaxed and played the part with warmth and humour. I have mentioned his friendship with 
Jeremy and the very natural video game scenes. But Charlie really came into his own in Act2 when he 
sung ‘Michael in the bathroom’, he has excellent diction and a great singing  voice . Very well done. 
 
OLIVER WIDDIS played two parts which involved some fairly quick costume and character changes. 
Firstly, he played  Jeremy’s Dad. This character was a rather sad, ‘slobby’ man who is not coping 
without his wife and has even given up wearing pants. In total contrast, Oliver played the school 
heartthrob Jake. He was suitably arrogant and confident in this part and sang and danced very well. 
 
Rich was played superbly by FINDLAY PEARSON. This was another complex character well played by 
one so young. Findlay bounced around with annoying enthusiasm making his classmates lives difficult. 
Well done.  
 
The Squip was really well played by ALEX STEWARDSON. From his elevated position he came across as 
suitably clever, manipulative and sinister in his black suit, always quite still and with excellent diction. 
A really well controlled performance. Congratulations.   
 
ELLIE BURMAN played Chloe with all the required confidence, strutting her stuff in a sassy way. Good 
singing and dancing. This was a confident performance. 
 
Chloes’ friends and sidekicks Brooke and Jenna were played by ISABELLE HARPER and CAMILA 
TAVARES. Both girls gave eye-catching performances, they were always in character and they both 
sang and danced well.  
 
HENRY UNDERWOOD doubled as student Brandon and Drama teach Mr Reyes. As Brandon, Henry 
was consistent and well-rehearsed, but it was as Mr Reyes that he really shone. A great cameo role 
brought to life with confidence, very well done.   
 
Other support roles were played by JESS HILLING, ELSPETH YOUNG and EMILY JONES.  
 
This was a really tight cast, well-rehearsed and with energy throughout. I look forward to seeing you 
all again before too long. 
 
Annie Hertler-Smith  

 


